DAVID’S GREAT SORROW
2 Samuel 15:30
· INTRODUCTION
· Several events took place on the Mount of Olives – recorded by MMLJ.
· But years before this we see a heart-breaking scene on this Mount.
· 2 Sam. 15:30, “ So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; and he had his head covered and went barefoot…” 
How could this happen to the “man after God’s own heart.” 1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22.
Who could want a better description of his relationship with God?
But here is going up the Mount of Olives and weeping as he went.
This did not have to happen. It should not have happened. 
Everything went well with him because he behaved wisely.
God prospered him in everything he did.
He exalted him as “king of kings.”
So what happened? How could this happen?
What lessons are there in all of this for us? 
First major misstep (sin).
 2 Sam. 11:1-5, saw Bathsheba, coveted her, took her.
Cf. Josh 7:21, saw, coveted, took, hid …
This was “evil in the eyes of the Lord.”
Second transgression (to “cover” first):
Have her husband killed, 2 Sam. 11:6-17, “set Uriah in forefront of the hottest battle and retreat from him, that he may be struck down and die.” 
2 Sam. 12:1-10. Reproof … Remorse … Repentance … Consequences … 
Psalm 51. Did he truly repent? Yes. Was he forgiven? Yes. Did he accept forgiveness? Yes.
But he could not escape the consequences of his sin! 
· 2 Sam. 12:10, “ Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 
· 2 Sam. 12:13-14, “ So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”
Then came the “nightmare” of many families:
Scandalous conduct of their children.
2 Sam. 13:1-19, Amnon violates his sister Tamar.
2 Sam. 13:20-39, Absalom kills Amnon and flees the country.
All this caused David much grief. Truly, the sword did not depart from his house. 
2 Sam. 15:1-13, And then a severe blow to David
Absalom stole the hearts of the people with wild promises and actually usurped the throne of his father.
· 2 Sam. 15:14, “So David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee, or we shall not escape from Absalom. Make haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us, and strike the city with the edge of the sword.”

This is the occasion in which he went up on the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went …
2 Sam. 15:30,  ”So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and weeping as he went up; and he had his head covered and went barefoot. And all the people who were with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they went up”. 
Another very scandalous event.
2 Sam. 12:11, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.”
This was fulfilled to the letter:
2 Sam. 16:22, “ So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.”
This was extremely shameful and distressing for David. 
Absalom’s death

2 Sam. 18:9, “Then Absalom met the servants of David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven and earth. And the mule which was under him went on.” 
2 Sam. 18:14, “Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.” And he took three spears in his hand and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, while he was still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree.”
Did this bring relief and rejoicing to David? To the contrary it caused profound anguish and sorrow. 
2 Sam. 18:33, “Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: “O my son Absalom—my son, my son Absalom—if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!”
Even though Absalom had been rebellious and brought him much shame and grief! 
Another rebellious son - Adonijah.
God had chosen Solomon to be David’s successor, but even on his deathbed the sword was hanging over the head of David.
1 Kings 1:5, “ Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will be king”; and he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.” 
1 Kings 1:6 gives us a clue to David’s problem with his sons.
“(And his father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, “Why have you done so?” He was also very good-looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.) 
Prov. 13:24, “He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him diligently.” 
Prov. 29:15, “The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.”
Many parents ignore these instructions and as a result they have to climb their Mount of Olives weeping! 
Some lessons from this sad story of David, Rom. 15:4
The bitter fruit of polygamy
David’s sons were half-brothers, sons of his various wives. Not only does polygamy produce strife among the wives, it also produces enmity among the offspring.

God is no Respecter of persons, Rom. 2:11
Even though David was a favorite of God, a “man after His own heart,” his sin was not overlooked. To the contrary it was sternly rebuked and punished.

We learn how God feels when we sin against Him? 

“You despised the commandment of the Lord and you have despised me” (2 Samuel 12:9, 10). Compare Heb. 10:29, “insulted the Spirit of grace.” 
Bathsheba had her share of the blame

It is true that a man can lust after the most modest of women, but women share the blame if they dress (and undress) in a provocative manner, not to mention bathing in a place that is not entirely private (like a public swimming pool).
David needed Joseph’s attitude.
Gen. 39:9, “There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” 
Sin produces horrible consequences
Gal. 6:7-8, “ Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”
Hosea 8:7,“They sow the wind, And reap the whirlwind.”
Prov. 6:7-8, “Can a man take fire to his bosom, And his clothes not be burned? 28 Can one walk on hot coals, And his feet not be seared?”
Sin isn’t worth it!

Ask David. Ask Judas. Ask Peter. 

Sin in prospect may be alluring … And sin in the act may be exciting … But sin behind you is a nightmare!

