Evangelism and Benevolence

I. Each church should be involved in local evangelism and also in foreign evangelism.


-- 1 Cor. 9:14, “the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel.” Whether they preach locally or abroad. Remember 1 Tim. 3:15, the church = pillar and ground of the truth all over the world.

 --In spite of being in “deep poverty” (2 Cor. 8:2) Philippi had fellowship with Paul in the gospel, 1:3-5, “I thank my God … for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now”; 2:25, “Epaphroditus…your messenger and the one who ministered to my need”; 4:15, 16, “Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.”


 --This church sent support to Paul as he preached in other places (in this case Thessalonica). And this is an example for us. Phil. 4:9, “The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 1 Cor. 4:17, he says that Timothy “who will remind  you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church”; 7:17, “so I ordain in all the churches.” 14:33, “as in all the churches”; 16:1 “as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia.” Obviously, then, his instructions to all the churches are for us today.

--No congregation should be so wrapped up in itself and its local needs that it ignores the Bible pattern of supporting foreign evangelism and helping needy saints abroad! This is what the church contribution was used for in the New Testament. Notice that Phil. 4:15 says “church” (not individuals).


 --This is the Scriptural pattern! Just like the contribution and the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week. Just like the cases of conversion and church autonomy. 


-- This is not optional, nor a matter of indifference. It is not left up to the judgment of the elders or men of the church. The contribution is not the church’s money – it’s the Lord’s money and therefore should be used according to instructions from the Holy Spirit.

II. What about the church contribution on the first day of the week?


--1 Cor. 16:1, authorizes the church contribution (collection). Bible pattern. No other means of “raising” money is authorized. 1 Cor. 16:2 authorizes the church to do this on the first day of the week. Bible pattern.


--1 Cor. 16:1 states the PURPOSE: “the collection for the saints.” The contribution is one of five acts of worship, but not the mere collecting. Also implies the distributing of the offering. 1 Cor. 16:3 tells them which saints: “in Jerusalem”, in other words, the saints in other places. Rom. 15:26, “contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.” 2 Cor. 8:4 calls this “the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.” We SHARE our prosperity with them. 2 Cor. 8:14, our church contribution “supplies their lack.”


--2 Cor. 9:1 calls it “the ministering to the saints.” 


--We must not ignore the PURPOSE of the contribution. 


--Compare Acts 2:38, many accept repent and be baptized but ignore and reject the purpose of baptism.


--Many churches read 1 Cor. 16:1, 2 and only see “collection” and “first day” and then use the contribution as they see fit as if it were “their money” (instead of the “Lord’s money).

III. All these texts refer to contributions made by the churches.


--1 Cor. 16:1, the Corinthian church. 
2 Cor. 8:1, contributions made by the Macedonian churches.


--What if some church says, “But we’re not able to support work abroad”? Remember: 2 Cor. 8:1-4 says that the Macedonian churches were in “deep poverty” but they gave “according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability,” sending contributions for “the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.” 

-- Are the churches that say they are not able to help needy saints in deeper poverty than these Macedonian churches that were in “deep poverty” and yet they sent a contribution to needy saints abroad? (And Philippi, a Macedonian church, sent to Paul in Thessalonica “once and again.”)

--Are these churches really in “deep poverty” when their members have nice houses, furnishings, vehicles, conveniences galore, luxuries, every kind of electronic gadget, $ for all kinds of pleasure, $ for travelling, and $ to waste on the children, etc.?

--But even if they were in “deep poverty,” they should imitate the Macedonian churches who considered it a privilege to help their brethren in need. They gave “beyond their ability” because they wanted to do it. They did it with “joy.”


-- To them this was the “grace of giving,” a favor or blessing from God (v. 1). No church should deprive itself of this privilege (grace). We NEED to GIVE just as much as preachers and needy saints need to RECEIVE help from us.

· -- Remember Acts 20:35, Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
IV. Someone might say, “But the help from those churches was during a FAMINE.”


-- In the first place you won’t find the word “famine” in Rom. 15:26; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2; 2 Cor. 8:1-4, 14; 2 Cor. 9:1, 5, 12. Paul just speaks of  “the poor among the saints”; “their lack”; “the needs of the saints”. We don’t know why they were so “poor.”


--Let me give you an example of a needy saint? This is not a famine which causes death by starvation, but something else that causes death:  Ester Chaclán Rojas, a faithful sister in San Marcos, Guatemala, died of breast cancer, not because there were no clinics or hospitals in San Marcos but because she had no money for treatment (radiation, chemotherapy, nothing). She was buried Saturday the 22nd of Sept., 2012,  leaving three minor children. She is just as dead as if she had starved to death!


--Why didn’t they ask for help? What good would it have done if the church announces that they don’t “engage in supporting work abroad”?

· --I wonder sometimes if the brethren in these “third world” countries aren’t considered “third class” saints. 

--What did Jesus say about helping “the least of these my brethren”?

V. What about individuals taking care of needy saints in other places?


--In these Scriptures in Romans and Corinthians Paul is not raising money among individuals but from church contributions. He does not say a single word about “individuals” helping the “poor among the saints” in Jerusalem. Paul (the Holy Spirit) sees this as being the work of the church through its first day of the week contribution.


--So regardless of what individuals can or cannot do, their help is no substitute for church contribution.


--This is like the Lord’s Supper. This is a congregational matter. Individuals don’t partake of the Lord’s Supper at home or elsewhere. It’s a church activity.


--Furthermore, the contribution from a church (or churches) does not go to individuals. It goes to the needy church so that it can help the “poor” among them.


--We’re discussing the function of the church and the proper use of the contribution.


--But what about the congregation’s local needs? Doesn’t a local church need a building for the services and Bible classes? Isn’t it good for a local church to have a full time preacher?


--Yes, of course, but we need to read and reread these texts that talk about how the contribution is used. We can’t just brush them aside and say, “Yes, BUT …” What they MENTION, what they SPECIFY, is sending the contribution for foreign evangelism and helping needy saints. We should not ignore or minimize these texts any more than the texts that instruct us regarding singing and partaking of the Lord’s Supper.

Conclusion.


--We should abound in our giving and then, respecting the Bible pattern, carve out a good program of local evangelism and also foreign evangelism and helping needy saints. That is the Bible pattern.


--Remember, the church contribution, once it’s made, is not our money to use as we please. It’s the Lord’s money and should be used as He has directed and the pattern is clearly revealed in 1 Cor. 16:1, 2; 2 Cor. 8:1-5; 9:1; Rom. 15.26; 1 Cor. 9:15; Phil. 1:5; 2:25; 4:15, 16; 2 Cor. 11:8.
