I AM RESOLVED
I have decided … I have determined … My mind is made up! This I will do or not do. “No two ways about it.”

This is much more than half the battle. The indecisive are overcome.

Many “good people” simply don’t decide. Unprepared for temptation.

Ability to decide = mark of maturity.

The indecisive person is crippled. 

I am resolved to not sin

“Man sins because he is man”?

“We sin all the time”? Really?

What do we do “all the time”?

1 Jn. 2:1, “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin.”

1 Jn. 3:8, “the one who practices sin is of the devil.” 

Stumble, fall once in awhile vs. practice sin.
I am resolved to resist pressure

Major cause of sin – pressure to please or be like others. Called “peer pressure.”

Like a chameleon, change colors to suit the occasion. Get “used” to sin!

Result: please everyone but God and ourselves! Lose our self respect.

Christians are not led, they lead.

Matt. 5:13, 16, salt of earth, light of the world. Christians have influence! 
I am resolved to not be a stumbling block
Try to convert and help others.

But for sure don’t cause anyone to be weaker or to stumble and fall.

Matt. 18:6, " But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”

I am resolved to not sin with my tongue

Ps. 39:1, “I will guard my ways, Lest I sin with my tongue; I will restrain my mouth with a muzzle, While the wicked are before me.”

Prov. 21:23, “Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles.”

Matt. 12:37, “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."

I am resolved to build up and not destroy

NOT hate .. bite and devour … provoke .. irritate … envy … discourage …

BUT RATHER to serve ... exhort .. support .. forgive .. encourage .. bear with … console .. be concerned about ..

In a word: to love one another as Christ loves us.

Anyone can tear down but it’s much harder to build up. 

I am resolved to study my Bible every day

Not just read a chapter, or favorite texts.

Study! With concordance, dictionaries, commentaries, maps – like school!

What happened to the “walking Bibles” we used to hear about?

Ps. 119:11, “Thy word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against Thee.”

Col. 3:15, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ..”

Why study every day? 

For our own salvation … This is communication with God!

To teach our children, grandchildren. 

To gain souls for Christ ..

To edify the brethren ..

To properly exhort and admonish ..

To restore those out of duty …

To recognize and refute error .. 

I am resolved to pray every day

To praise God – As in Psalms and Revelation.

To thank God for all blessings.

To pray for ourselves and our families.

To pray for our brethren (for the church).

To pray for all men, 1 Tim. 2:1, “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men”.

To pray for the lost, Rom. 10:1.

For physical and spiritual needs. 

I am resolved to attend every service and Bible class

For some this is simply not important.

Neglect attendance is to neglect the soul.

Heb. 10:25 does not say “Sunday a.m.”

Arrive on time … to greet … not disturb … not miss part of worship or study.

To neglect attendance or punctuality is a bad habit. It’s spiritual carelessness.

Matt. 6:33, “Seek ye first the kingdom.” Not family, not work, not pleasure, not travel…
Not say “I’ll go but first I must do this.” 

I am resolved to visit more

Matt. 25:36, “I was sick and you visited me.”

1 Thess. 5:14, “warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.”

Matt. 5:23; 18:15, when one sins against another, each is to go to the other.

Gal. 6:1, “if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.” 
I am resolved to be more generous

2 Cor. 8:4, “For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord”

James 2:15, “If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?

1 Jn. 3:17, “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?”

I am resolved to do more personal work

Matt. 4:19, “Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” We too are “fishers of men” in secondary sense.

Matt. 12:34, “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”

Matt. 7:12, “whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them.”

What if we were still in world, lost in our sins, what do we think Christians should do for us? 

I am resolved to grow stronger

Not be as children, immature .. 1 Cor. 14:20.

Not be childish, ruled by emotions and sentiments.

But fullgrown  men, able to work, able to resist temptations, trials. 1 Cor. 16:13.

Able to solve problems. 1 Cor. 6:5. 

Able to practice discipline. 1 Cor. 5; Rom. 16:17. 

I am resolved to do better in my home life

Resolved to be a better husband. Eph. 5:24,28.

Resolved to be a better wife. Eph. 5:22, 23.

Resolved to be better parents. Eph. 6:4.

Resolved to be obedient children. Eph. 6:1-3.

In a word, resolved to let God build our house.

Otherwise we build in vain. Ps. 127:1. 

Conclusion

Resolved to please God in everything.

In the church, in the family, at work.

To save our own souls and as many others as possible.

Remember: we have to be mature to make decisions.

Otherwise, we let others and circumstances make them for us!

“I am resolved no longer to linger ..”

“Today is the day of salvation.” 

