Sing:  Praise God … Edify one Another
Eph. 5:18-20; Col. 3:16
Introduction. 

A. What do we think of the service of singing hymns?  Arrive late = 1st stanza(s) unimportant? 

B. How important is it? It is one of the five acts of worshipping God.  Not sing during Lord’s Supper – it’s a separate act of worship. 

C. So obviously it deserves a great deal of attention, study. 
I. Eph. 5:18-20. 

A. Do we quote this text about singing only to prove that we should not use instruments of music?

Paul names the instrument: “in your hearts.” Therefore, we use the instrument chosen by God – the heart.

Not even the voice imitating instruments. 


People say: “You don’t have music. You don’t believe in music.”  There are TWO kinds of music: instrumental and vocal. O. T. – both; N. T. only vocal. So yes, we believe in music… We have music! VOCAL MUSIC (SINGING).

Why sing instead of play? Because we sing WORDS (not just make pretty sounds). Sing, not whistle, nor hum while others sing. 

With words set to music we praise and edify in a special way. Music emphasizes and enhances the words. 


B. Not full of wine, but of the Spirit. Wine perverts the mind but the Spirit illuminates it.

How does a person that is drinking sing? How does a person full of the Spirit sing? 

Sing “spiritual songs”, thoughts based on teachings of the Spirit. 

Sing them “with grace in your heart” (instead of rhythm in your feet). Some hymns appeal more to foot-tapping than to “grace in your heart.” Is it “spiritual” or entertainment? 
II. Col. 3:16. 

A. This text (word dwells richly) is parallel with Eph. 5:18 (filled with Spirit). 

It is impossible to be filled with the Spirit if the word of Christ does not dwell abundantly in us. 

B. If we are filled with the Spirit because the word dwells in abundance in us, we will have the desire to praise God  … and also to teach and admonish each other, … always giving thanks to God. 


C. When we sing we teach many important and necessary lessons. It’s an effective means of teaching.  There is great power in singing.

About Christ (death, resurrection) … church … invitation song  (select appropriate hymns … Sing slowly … with feeling … really invite).

Funeral (church not chorus). Draw us closer to God. Make us want to go to heaven. 

1 Cor. 14:31, they were to speak “one by one, that all may learn and be encouraged.”  v. 40, “in order.” Descants and rounds break this rule. Some sing one thing, others sing something else at same time. This is entertainment.

Compare two preachers speaking at same time. Same subject but different words.

As we sing, are we aware of the fact that we are “teaching” each other?
Another reason that solos, duets, choruses are wrong. One-sided: teaching but not taught. Congregational singing: we all teach each other. 

III. To praise God. 

A. One of the principal purposes of singing is to praise God. 

Ps. 100:2, “Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.”

Psalm 126:1-3, “When the Lord caused the captives of Zion to return, we were as those who dream… our tongue was filled with praise. Great things the Lord has done for us.” 


Psalm 146:2, “While I live I will praise the LORD; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.”

Heb. 2:12, "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You." 


1 Chron. 6:31, “Now these are those whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after the ark rested there.” 


Rom. 15:9, “…and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: "For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name."

Hymns: Doxology… “Oh, Father, eternal God, we raise our voice in gratitude”; “Glory to the Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit”; “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,” etc. 

Be sure our heart is in it! Matt. 15:8. 

IV. GIVE THANKS TO GOD. 

A. To meditate on how much God has done for us produces the desire to sing praises to His name and give Him thanks. 

B. “Count your many blessings, name them one by one...”
We like to count our misfortunes, what we don’t have, what we lack, need. 


Psalm 5:11, “But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; Let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them; Let those also who love Your name Be joyful in You.”

Psalm 9:1, 2, “I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous works. I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.” 


Every time we arrive at this place to worship God we should come with our heart full of gratitude and then with joy sing the hymns.

Even in difficult times, in the midst of severe trials, we should remember the many benefits that we receive from God and give Him thanks in prayer and in songs.  Do we ever thank God for trials? 2 Cor. 12:10. 

Psalm 57:4, “My soul is among lions”, but “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise.” Do we do this?

Acts 16:24, 25, “he put them (Paul and Silas) into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God.” 


Jesus Himself. Matt. 26:30, after instituting the Lord’s Supper and just before His experience in Gethsemane, “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”

On receiving the pardon of God we should rejoice and express our gratitude in song.  Ps. 51:14 being forgiven, “my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.” 

V. SING FROM THE HEART. 

Ps. 138:1, “I will praise You with my whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to You.”

John 4:24, “worship in spirit and in truth”; worship should be Scriptural (according to the truth) and should be “in spirit” (from the heart). 


We should pronounce every word of the hymn with sincerity. 

Matt. 15:8, “'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.”

It is possible to sing hymns without worshipping. For example, sing a well known hymn from memory… with the lips, without activating the heart! 


We can sing a hymn without thinking of what we are saying. The mind can be distracted (someone entering, leaving), what happened yesterday, etc. 


 “I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.” But then continue with same worries and anxieties that produce ulcers and migraines? 

Someone will say, “But we must sing. You’re supposed to sing!” Yes, but must be from heart. Spontaneous! 


 “Send the light”… “I love to tell the story.” Really? We like to teach others? Whom are we teaching? When?  “I want to be a worker for the Lord…” 

 “All to Jesus I surrender”…  Really? Where is the proof? In personal work?
In the contribution?  In attendance Sunday p.m., Wednesday? Punctually? Participation? 


 “Blest be the tie that binds”–  And after services continue criticizing the other members. James 4:9; 5:9. Go home and have “fried preacher”? Next Sunday sing it again. 

VI. STUDY THE HYMNS. 

We should not sing what we do not understand, nor believe, nor teach. Calvinism, premillennialism, error regarding Holy Spirit, etc. Therefore, we should study the hymns.

Look up words: Ebenezer? Ebon pinion? Holy lays? Haven of rest? Walk the vale with Him? Surges cease to roll? Cherubim and seraphim? Do not our suit disdain? Panoply of God? 


1 Cor. 14:15. Pray or sing with the spirit means pray or sing in a tongue, see v. 16.  Pray or sing with the understanding means with interpretation. Point is: There is no edification if there is no understanding (so if no interpreter, be quiet). 

VII. THE SONG LEADER.

Should choose hymns carefully, study them to sing them correctly, the pitch, time, not too high, not too low, not too fast, 4/4 isn’t necessarily fast.

Big difference between “singing” and “leading singing.” Teachers must know what they teach, directors must know how to direct. 

HE DIRECTS – the church follows, in this act of worship … however the leader leads. If pitch is correct/incorrect, if time is correct/incorrect, too high/low, too fast/slow …  Must avoid disorder. 1 Cor. 14:40.

Don’t have to be rocket scientist to learn the basics of music. R. J. Stevens has simple book. 

 “But that doesn’t matter. God understands”? What we do is for the glory of God so “Give of your best to the Master.” To say that God accepts any kind of service, mediocre, neglectful, without preparation, is to say that God accepts left-overs. 

VIII. THE CONGREGATION SHOULD BE PREPARED TO SING WELL. 

Not stay up late Sat. night.  Not only attend, but be on time, with heart full of gratitude toward God. Eager to see, be with brethren again. Ready to worship together, in spirit and truth. 


Be sure that all the children sing … Have Bibles to look up texts during the sermon and listen.  Not sleep, not draw, not play. 


When there are few we need to get closer together. Many brethren think they have to be like Jerusalem church – scattered abroad! This does NOT help the singing. 

Conclusion. 

We are to sing because we are supposed to be a happy people and want to please God! James 5:13, “Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.” 

What do we sing when  we are happy?  Sing: Praise God, Edify Each Other 
You don’t like to sing? What do you plan to do in heaven? 

Rev. 14:2, “And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne.”
Sing: Praise God, Edify Each Other 
