God Exists

Gen. 1:26; 3:22 Plural … (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)

Introduction:


A. Heb. 12:1. Unbelief is the “besetting sin” of millions of people. It’s the sin that “ensnares.”

B. Therefore Hebrews 11:6 says that “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

C. The problem, however, is not just unbelief but to begin with the problem is ignorance, not knowing God. 

D. When we know God we should believe but also, as Jesus says (Matt. 22:37; Mark 12:30), “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind and with all your strength.”

E. Loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength  means obeying Him and always putting God first in our lives in everything: ahead of pleasure, work and even family.  If God is not FIRST in our lives, He is not there at all! God does NOT accept our sacrifice if we offer Him the blind, lame and sick (Malachi 1:8). “Give of your best to the Master” or don’t give Him anything.

F. Even members of the church need to really KNOW God in order to put Him first.


G. So in this lesson let’s remind ourselves of the attributes and characteristics of God to see all the reasons why we should believe in God, believe what He says and love Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and put Him FIRST in our lives.
· The Atheist says: “I know that God doesn’t exist” The agnostic says: “Neither I nor anyone else can know whether God exists.”  The Christian says: “I know that God exists.” 
· The existence of God is not confirmed in some laboratory, but  BY CREATION! Rom. 1:20, “ For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse”. Acts 14:15, “living God who made …” Acts 17:25, “gives life”;  27, “seek the Lord”.
· God is the Creator: Gen. 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” … In six 24-hour, consecutive DAYS  … “evening and morning” = day (stated 6 times)…. NOT millions of years (“theistic” evolution) … Totally impossible harmonize Bible – evolution.  They are opposites, like light and darkness …  or God – Satan! Evolution is stupidity gone to seed. 
· People don’t believe in God because they can’t see Him but His fingerprints are everywhere, in all creation, in the birds and flowers and animals and in US because we are made in the image and likeness of God.
· One God. Deut. 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!” … Not “one Person”. This means that God is unique: Isa. 43:10, “Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me.”
· God is eternal: Ps. 90:2, “Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.” 
· God is unchangeable: Mal. 3:6, “I, the LORD, do not change.” … Christ could not cease being God when He became a man. Jn. 1:1; 5:18 “equal with God” … Christ not only possessed but also clearly demonstrated the attributes of Deity while on earth. Some of our own supposed-to-be “sound” “conservative” brethren deny this. They say that Christ did everything He did as a mere man, just like the apostles, receiving power from the Holy Spirit. This is a denial of His Deity!
· God is self-existent: Ex. 3:14, “And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' “
· God is omnipotent: Matt. 19:26, “Jesus looked at them and said to them, With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 
· God is omniscient: Heb. 4:13, “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”
· God is omnipresent: Ps. 139:7-8, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there.”
· God sees all: Jer. 23:24, “Can anyone hide himself in secret places, So I shall not see him?" says the LORD; "Do I not fill heaven and earth?" says the LORD.”
· God is perfectly just: Ps. 89:14, “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.” Yes,  2 Thess. 1:6 says that “it is just” for God to punish the wicked.
· God is perfectly holy: Rev. 4:8, “day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.“
· God is merciful: Titus 3:5, “not by works of righteousness which we have done (think of Cornelius), but according to His mercy (the gospel) He saved us.” Remember, God’s mercy is found ONLY in the gospel of Christ. 
· God is perfect love: 1 Jn. 4:8, “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” Love is God’s basic nature. Love is at the root of all His other attributes … How then can He punish the disobedient? God punishes Satan, the arch-enemy of God and righteousness … To choose to LIVE for Satan is to choose the PUNISHMENT of Satan! Matt. 25:41.  
· John 3:36, “…he who does not obey the son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” Mark 16:16; 2 Thess. 1:7-9, “when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
· To really know God we must know His wrath. Heb. 10:31, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”; Heb. 12:29, “for our God is a consuming fire.” This is another very good reason for believing in God and obeying Him and loving Him with al our heart, soul, mind and strength.
· God is infinite: Job 11:7, “Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits of the Almighty?” 
· The Bible does not present arguments to prove the existence of God. It is accepted as reality.  For example, Gen. 1:1, “In the beginning,  God” 
· Cause and effect. Every effect has to have an adequate cause … Heb. 3:4, “every house is built by someone.” Or a watch. ¿The universe…?
· The universe is eternal? Second law of thermodynamics says that the universe is consuming, using up, its energy. Isa. 51:6; Heb. 1:10-12.
· The universe exhibits, demonstrates signs of the omnipotent, omniscient Creator…  It has design, order, beauty. Spacemen see it! 
· Benjamin Franklin designed and built a model of the solar system.  They asked, “Who made it?” He answered, “No one.”  “You’re joking.” “But no one made the real universe?” Rom. 1:22, “Professing to be wise, they became fools.”
· Order and design. Ps. 19:1. Planets move in their orbit with precision. Earth rotates on its axis each 24 hours. How is space travel possible?
· The human body – purpose and design … Ps.139:14, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”  God creates each person. Job 31:15. 
· Think of the function of eyes, ears, bones, muscles, heart (circulation), digestive system, etc. 
· The unbeliever BELIEVES – and his beliefs are unbelievable (ridiculous):

-- that God does not exist.  He cannot prove it because he himself would have to know all things and be in every place.

-- that matter is eternal, because nothing comes from nothing. So it is indispensable to believe that SOMETHING/ SOMEONE has always existed. 

-- that life came from non-life. But Louis Pasteur (famous French chemist and bacteriologist) proved that life comes only from life. Spontaneous generation (living organisms can originate in nonliving matter) is not science. If you should think that you can “prove” that matter is eternal, this still does not explain life. 
     -- that conscious beings originated from that which had no consciousness and had no life.
     --that all the order and design of the universe and in man (body, mind), came by pure chance (the hair-brained “big bang” theory).
     --that man is simply a body of atoms, organized matter. On this basis there are no moral values, no right or wrong. 
· As the Psalmist says (Ps. 14:1), “The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God.” Remember Rom. 1:20 … Then v. 21, “although they knew God they did not glorify Him as God, nor were they thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. V. 22. Professing to be wise, they became fools …”  
· BUT REMEMBER: Faith alone does not save. James 2:24. God is love and His children love Him with all their heart, soul, mind and strength … And He says “if you love me, keep my commandments. Luke 13:3, “Repent”; Acts 8:37, Confess: “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Acts 2:38, “repent and be baptized for the remission of sins”.

· Then as a Christian WORSHIP AND SERVE GOD …  PUTTING GOD FIRST IN OUR LIVES – IN EVERYTHING!
· Meditate often upon Psalm 148.
