RESPONSIBILITY OF ELDERS

ACTS 20:28-31
 Introduction:


A. Soon to have elders. Major step of progress. Titus 1:5


B. Must shepherd the flock. Acts 20:28. Means to feed and protect.
          C. “Men will rise up … to draw away disciples” -- Acts 20:28-31

· D. Sadly, there is danger of “savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.” Like 1 Pet. 5:8. 

· E. But they do NOT appear as savage wolves anymore than Satan appears as a roaring lion.  But rather as Jesus says, Matt. 7:15, they “come in to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly they are ravenous (savage) wolves.” Pious! Religious!

· F. This has happened among conservative brethren led by beloved and highly respected men.

I. DEITY OF CHRIST. 


A. John Welch (“Faith and Facts”) spear-headed a movement to emphasize the humanity of Christ. 
          B. Why? To prove that we don’t have to sin because Jesus was virtually just a human being like us and He did not sin. This denies the Deity of Christ-
          C. They say that Jesus had “two spirits,” a divine Spirit and a human spirit. This is false. He was Immanuel, God and Man. We are made in the image of God so His Spirit had all the elements of the human spirit.

· D. Welch sought to prove that here on earth Christ did nothing as Deity, that He did not use or exhibit divine attributes, that His miracles were just like those of the apostles by the power of the Holy Spirit. Remember  Mark 6:52, “had not understood … loaves” (i.e., Feeding the 5000 proved His Deity).

· E. Two major facts devastate the modernistic teaching of Welch: Christ was worshipped and He forgave sins. 

· F. There are several aspects of this heretical teaching and  not only the elders but the teachers and all the congregation need to be well informed and capable of refuting such errors.
II. DAYS OF CREATION (Gen. 1) SAID BY SHANE SCOTT, FLORIDA COLLEGE.  TO BE LONG GEOLOGICAL PERIODS.

· A. Attempt to harmonize Bible with evolution which requires millions and billions of years. This is called “Theistic Evolution.” 

· B. But Gen. 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31 defines a “day” – “So the evening and the morning were the first day.” These were 24 hour, consecutive days!

· C. Exodus 20:9-11 confirms it.

· D. If we can’t understand Gen. 1, might as well give up, no use in trying to understand rest of the Bible.

II.  DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE. Matt. 19:9 clear and simple, but some so-called “conservative” brethren do all in their power to get around it.


A. “Baptism – all forgiven, continue in 2nd or 3rd marriage.” Baptism doesn’t wash away wives!


B. “They were ignorant, didn’t know the teaching of Christ.” Wipes out gospel (millions don’t know gospel).


C. Homer Hailey: World not  in “Covenant-relation with Christ” and therefore not amenable to this teaching. But Christ says, “Whoever.”


D. 1 Cor. 7:20, “remain in the same calling …”; not talking about divorce and remarriage – look at context (Jew/gentile; slave/free).

· E. “Fornicator free to remarry, fornication destroyed the marriage.” Not married (gameo, phys. union), but bound (deo).

· F. 1 Cor. 7:15 if unbeliever departs, Christian free to remarry. No, not free to remarry, look at v. 16, might save him yet. Paul means that the Christian is not enslaved to unbeliever to live a life of turmoil and strife, God has called us to peace. 

III. CONTINUAL CLEANSING OF SINS OF IGNORANCE AND WEAKNESS.
          A. Like windshield wipers. Rain hits windshield but is instantly wiped away.


B. Misuse of 1 Jn. 1:7 (see v. 9).


C. Sins of ignorance and weakness not (imputed) charged against us? Rom. 4:7, 8 Not charged = Forgiven.

· D. Actually a spinoff from Calvinism, sins not charged because Christ’s righteousness imputed to the believer. Calvinism: all  sins; Brethren: sins of ignorance and weakness.

· E. Christ’s righteousness not His doing and dying, but His plan for saving us. Rom. 10:3, “ignorant of God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own” was their rejection of the gospel.

IV. GRACE – FELLOWSHIP.  ALSO CALLED “UNITY IN DIVERSITY”


A. Some brethren have decided that Grace covers sins of weakness, ignorance  -- especially of doctrinal matters, 
          B. So we should have fellowship especially with all segments of the “Restoration Movement.”


C. Conservative Christian Church, Institutional brethren, those who teach error on MDR, the no-class and one-cup brethren, premillennialists, etc..


D. But here again the problem is Calvinism (some refer to it as Neo-Calvinism).
           E. Which means: never mind “authority, Bible Pattern”; “Bible not that kind of book” 


F.  Truth: Grace is bestowed through the Gospel. What is said of grace is also said of the gospel: Saved: Eph. 2:8 – 1 Cor. 15:1,2 … Stand: Rom. 5:2 – 1 Cor. 15:1 … Hear instruction: Titus 2:11, 12 – Col. 1:23; Gospel of grace: Acts 20:24 – v. 32 (Acts 15:7 word of the gospel).


If  we don’t preach the pure gospel, we don’t preach the grace of God.


 “Under Grace – not under law,” but 1 Cor. 9:21; James 1:25 … (Read texts that say “not under law” and see if you can add “of Christ”? Not under law of Christ?


“Grace – not works,” but James 2:24; Gal. 5:4; Rev. 14:13; 19:8, “linen=righteous acts.”


What works are excluded? Rom. 3:27, the works that exclude grace. (Not obedience).


Remember the Walls of Jericho, when fall? … Naaman, when cleansed? … Blind man, when could he see? Did God/Christ do it all?
V. DISTINGUISH BETWEEN “GOSPEL” AND “DOCTRINE”


A. Which means that the bounds of fellowship are determined simply by believing the gospel which they define as the facts regarding Christ  recorded in the 4 gospels. 1 Cor. 15:1-3
 a favorite text.


· B. Then they say that “Doctrine” starts in Acts 2 and extends throughout the rest of the NT and according to them, should not affect fellowship. But what about 2 Jn. 9? The one who does not abide in the doctrine of Christ “Does not have God”!

· C. This is a false distinction. “Doctrine” is simply the “teaching” or “the word.”

· D. The terms gospel, doctrine, teaching, the faith, the truth, the word of God, word of the Lord are used interchangeably in a host of Scriptures.

· E. Sinners obey the faith, the truth, the form of doctrine, the gospel … Christians are established in the faith, the truth, the doctrine, the gospel.


Rom. 1:5, obedience of faith; 2:8, obey truth; 6:17, obey doctrine; 10:16, obey gospel.


1 Tim. 1:10 sound doctrine is gospel v. 11


1 Tim. 4:16 take heed to doctrine to save …


2 Tim. 4:1-5, preach word, v. 3 sound doctrine, v. 4 truth, 5, work of evangelist (preach gospel).

VI. THERE ARE MATTERS OF OPINION THAT DO NOT CAUSE DIVISION. Rom. 14; 1 Cor. 8, 10.


(Difference between “the faith” and “my faith.”)


A. Some understand Matt. 5:33-37 as a prohibition of all swearing, even in a court of law.


B.  Some apply 2 Cor. 6:14 to mixed marriage.


C. Some teach that “except for fornication” (Matt. 19:9 ) does not authorize remarriage.


D. Rom. 13, Some brethren are “conscientious objectors,” refusing all military service (or being policemen); others accept non-combat service.


E. Some brethren believe in the covering (that women should cover their heads when they pray).  1 Cor. 11.


F. These questions do not cause division if they are not treated as “the faith,” Jude 3, like baptism, Lord’s Supper, but as matters of the “conscience” (Rom. 14:22, 23).


Word “opinion” not mean “unimportant.” These brethren have strong conviction, but these matters are not of “the faith,”  but rather of “my faith” or conscience, Rom. 14:22, 23. In these texts one’s personal faith in matters of opinion equal one’s conscience.
· CONCLUSION:

· A. Prospective elders should work closely with the evangelist and all the teachers.

· B. They need to seriously consider all of these subjects and Scriptures because it is their obligation to maintain peace and unity in the congregation.

· C. They illustrate how elders must be alert and be prepared to deal with doctrinal matters.
